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Dear Westford residents, 

At the Select Boardôs most recent meeting, Health Director Jeff Stephens discussed 
Covid-19 vaccine distribution plans in Westford. Jeff announced the Westford 
Health Department is planning to hold vaccine clinics, however details are not yet 
available. Please stay tuned for more information which will be posted on our  
website as soon as it is known at the following link:  Westford Health Department. 
 

According to the Commonwealthôs weekly public health report, Westford remains in 
the RED zone, reflecting a high-risk for COVID-19 transmission. As such, some of 
our town buildings remain temporarily closed to the public. The buildings impacted 
include Town Hall, J.V. Fletcher Library, Water Department, Highway Department, 
Recreation Department, Cemetery Office, and Cameron Senior Center. Town  
operations continue uninterrupted as these offices will remain staffed to serve our 
community. We encourage patrons to contact us via phone and/or email to arrange 
for meetings in person when online is not satisfactory. For important information on 
COVID-19, including resident services, the latest town department information, 
CDC guidance, testing sites in Massachusetts, and more, please visit our townôs 
website at westfordma.gov/COVID-19.  
 

Our Westford Police Chief, Tom McEnaney, is 
retiring effective January 23, 2021 after 35 years 
on the police department. The Select Board and I 
honored Chief McEnaney for his years of service 
at their meeting on January 12

th
.  Tom was hired 

in 1985 and had a career marked by many pro-
motions, ending with becoming the Chief in 
2008. He has had a remarkable career and he 
was thanked by all for his contributions.  A sur-
prise slide show of his years of service, along 
with many photos of his large, extended family 
were shared with others.  We wish Tom the best 
in his retirement and we hope to see him from 
time to time continuing to assist us when  
needed.  
 

In response to Tomôs retirement, the Select 
Board approved my request to appoint Deputy Police Chief Mark Chambers as the 
Provisional Police Chief effective January 24, 2021. They discussed their  
participation in the promotional process for our next Police Chief, with Select Board 
Members Scott Hazelton and Anita Tonakarn-Nguyen volunteering to assist. The 
Select Board approved a resident participating in the process. Residents who are 
interested in participating in the promotional process may fill out a Citizen Activity 
Form at the following link: Citizen Activity Form Application before February 4

th
. The 

board will select the resident to participate at their February 9
th
 meeting. A request 

for proposals for a firm to conduct a Police Chief Assessment Center was released 
today. Proposal documents may be viewed online by visiting the following link: Bid 
Postings. 

Watch  
Meetings Online 

(Continued on next page) 
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Chet Cook, our long serving Assistant Building Inspector, was  
honored at the boardôs January 12

th
 meeting for serving our town 

for 56 years!  Chet has held many different positions during those 
years including Gas Inspector, Building Inspector, Bylaw  
Enforcement Officer, Tree Warden, Ombudsman, member of  
Conservation Commission, and more.  Pictures were shared for all 
to enjoy. On behalf of our town, I would like to extend my best  
wishes to Chet for a long, healthy, happy retirement. Thank you 
again for all you have done for Westford, and congratulations on 
your retirement! 
 

On January 12
th
, Finance Director Dan OôDonnell presented a  

Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 financial update to the board, which focused 
mostly on our revenue projections. Local revenue has been  
negatively impacted, most notably rooms and meals excise taxes. 
So far in FY21, we have collected 33% of the rooms excise tax and 
70% of the meals excise from the same time period last year. We are expecting to collect approximately 
$538,000 less in FY21 from these revenue streams. Other local revenue streams are tracking relatively 
closely to the budgeted amounts, resulting in an overall projected local revenue deficit of $206,000 in FY21. 
 

Our town had our tax rate certified at $16.64 in early December. Since the state budget was not signed until 
December 18

th
, we had used the Conference Committee budget for our state aid revenue projection. The  

final state budget included an increase in revenue to the Charter School Assessment Reimbursement of 
$93,000, but the State Aid Assessment for Charter School Sending tuition was offset by the same amount. 
The assessment for school choice sending tuition was also increased by $89,000, which resulted in a deficit 
for FY21. The state level funded Chapter 70 and Unrestricted General Government Aid in FY21. The overall 
projected revenue deficit for FY21 is currently $295,000. We will continue to monitor the fiscal situation and 
provide an update with school budget information at the Select Boardôs meeting on January 26

th
.  

 

Westford Power Options Program (POP) is the new name for our Community Electricity Aggregation  
program. Westford POP has been renewed through December 2023 with new electricity choices for you. 
New prices take effect this month. Check out our new product offerings, including a 100% renewable  
electricity choice, and product rates on the program website masscea.com/westford. 
 

On January 5, 2021, the Massachusetts State Legislature finally enacted House Bill No. 4469, An Act  
authorizing the town of Westford to establish a means tested senior citizen property tax exemption. The full 
text of the House Bill is available to view at the following link: House Bill No. 4469. We will be issuing a press 
release and outline next steps to bring this to fruition. 
 

Carter Purple of Westford Boy Scout Troop 159, as part of his Eagle Scout Project, appeared before the  
Select Board to request approval to install metal coated high-density urethane historical sign markers at the 
former ski hill on Blakeôs Hill, 65 Boston Road, the Westford Museum, 2 Boston Road, the foundation of the 
original Westford Academy, Parcel 059 0002 0000, Boston Road, and 35 Town Farm Road. Select Board 
Members were enthusiastic to hear of his proposal and supported his request to install these signs. They  
requested Carter return with photos of his completed project. 
 

The board has approved three M.G.L. c. 138 Ä12 All Alcohol Restaurant Licenses for new restaurants in 
town. The first is for Diggyôs Pizza located at 175 Littleton Road, Unit J (former location of Bix Bite), which 
opened approximately three weeks ago. The second restaurant is Ocho Caf® Tacos & Tequila located at 149 
Littleton Road (former location of British Beer Company), which is in the process of preparing to open. The 
board also approved a license located at 355 Littleton Road (former location of Craft Brewerôs Exchange), 
with a future restaurant name and opening date not yet determined. 
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The Select Board and I would like to thank the Lowell Five Cent Savings Bank for gifting Westford a donation 
of $2,500 for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, including but not limited to, people of need, women or minority 
owned businesses, and the like. The Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee will return to the Select Board 
with ideas and procedures for spending the funding. 
 

The board and I would also like to thank Iverson Guo, owner of Karma, for his donation of an autographed 
New England Patriots helmet. We intend to donate this wonderful gift to a future town affiliated non-profit 
fundraiser. 
 

Please join me in welcoming our new Assistant Building Inspector, Ernie Chiavarini. Ernie replaces Henry 
Fontaine, who was promoted to Building Commissioner several months ago. Congratulations, also, to Matt 
Salem who was promoted from Assistant Planner to Conservation Resource/Planner, after the retirement of 
Carol Gumbart.  
 

Our Communications Advisory Committee is currently in need of additional members as it has four vacant 
seats. This committee represents the interests of the Select Board in their role as franchise authority for  
cable television. They also advise the board in regard to other services provided by Westfordôs cable  
operators. If you are interested in serving on this committee, please visit the link below to complete a Citizen 
Activity Form.  
 

There are several openings on our local boards and committees, including: 12 North Main Street Task Force, 
35 Town Farm Road Task Force, Affordable Housing Committee, Agricultural Commission, Board of  
Assessors, Commission on Disability, Communications Advisory Committee, Council on Aging, Cultural 
Council, Dog Park Task Force, Economic Development Committee, Election Officer, Energy Committee,  
Historical Commission, Nashoba Valley Technical High School District Committee, Parkerville Schoolhouse 
Committee, Parks, Grounds and Recreation Commission, Pedestrian Safety Committee, Westford  
Scholarship and Grant Committee, and Zoning Board of Appeals. I urge you to peruse our website for  
information about the work of these committees; and if you have interest, please complete a Citizenôs Activity 
form at this link: Citizen Activity Form. 
 

Would you like more detailed information on the Board of Selectmenôs meetings? Click the following links to 
access: Board of Selectmen Documents & Board of Selectmen Meeting Videos. 
 
Happy new year! 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Jodi Ross 
Town Manager 
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Thank you for your service! 
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